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CON CIENCE

Matters of conscrence anse iwuh ‘some frequengy rn_ 3

bloethrcs A health professronal may. cite consideratrons
of conscience in decli erform ¢ or participate in a
certain’ procedure. A pati

ticipated circumnstances may create conflicts. of con-
science for patients and health p(o_fe§sronals alike, What
do we mean by ‘conscience” in these and related con-
texts? Is conscience an 'nternal moral sense suﬂ" crent for

distmgmshmg rrght from wrong? Is the “voice’ " of con-

science s:mply the echo of parental and socra! prohibi- )

tions? Or does conscience differ in important ways from

t.may refuse_a partlcular'
treatment on grounds of conscnence, And newor unan-
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either of these’ How much weight should be grven in.
ethical reflection to claims of conscience? To what ex-

tent and for what reasons should health professronals

compromise personal convenience, institutional . effi-

ciency, or medical effectiveness in. order to respect.in-.

dividual conscience, thelr own or. their patients'?

Three’ conceptro‘ns of conscrence

The idea of conscrence hasa iong and complex hrstory
(D’Arcy. 1961;. Mount 1969) The word “conscience”
derives from the Latm conscientia, lntroduced by Chris-
tian Scholastrcs. ‘Most generally, it refers to. conscrous
awareness of the moral quality of some [past or contem-
plated action and the disposition. to be 50, aware (con- .
screntrousness) In what foIlows we.consi _three main.
conceptions: (I) conscience as an inner sense that drs-
tinguishes right acts from wrong; 2) conscrence as rhe
rntemalrzatlon of parental and social norms, and (3) ;
conscience as the exercise and expresston of a reﬂecuve .
sense of i mregnty , :

Moral _sense. Conscrence is. sometrmes con-.
ceived as an internal morai sense. sufﬁcrent for dlstrn-
gulshlng nght from wrong., The relrabrhty of, tl'us inner.
sense is usually attrrbuted to its. dwme orrgm. ;ts reﬂec—
tion of our true nature, or.some combmatron of the two.
There are, however, drlﬁcuitles wrth thls conceptlon

Consider, first, a variation of an argument. devel—
oped by Plato, in his Eudlyphro ls what makes an act: .
right the fact that it is endorsed by . on s conscrence7 Or _

.does conscience fecommend.a cerfain course of conduct

~ because it is right? If the. former. the | promptmgs of con--

science appear to be arbltrary Whatever is urged by a.
person's conscience would, in this view, be ngh ere
would be no way to assess the delwerances of conscren e
or to compare the consciences of, ~say, Hitler and
Mother Teresa. If; on the other hand, conscience drrects
us to perform certain acts because, .they are nght, it can-.
not be the prmcrpal source. of moral knowledge. We
must, in this event, have prior,. mdependent crrtena of .
rightness .and wrongness that allow us to dlstmgursh
those acts that should be recommended by conscience
from those thar should not—-m whrch case. coriscrenc_e. .
is not sufficient to guide conduct. A

A related difficulty is the preva[ence of conﬂicts of
conscienge, both wlthm persons, and between them.
Such conflicts are, espeually pronounCed
where advances in knowledge and. technology confront .
us with unprecedented consequentral choices rahgmg
well beyond our ethrcal traditions, The limitations. of
conscience, if it is concelved as a. sufﬂcrent gurde to.
moral decision rnakmg. may not be so noticeable in
static, homogenous. rnsular cultures and subcultures
But where new crrcumstances requrre members of plu-
ralistic societies ta come to some -agreement on bio-
ethical questions, appeals to an. mternal self- vahdatrng
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sense of right and wrong ate apt to generate more heat
_than light.

Internalized” socml niorms. The most plausible
explanation for the limitations of ‘conscience in resolv-

ing ethical conflicts is that theé-“voice™ of conscience is
simply the echo of social and patental admonitions im-
pressed upon the developing péyehes of young children
(i.e., the Freudian superego). Whatever its psychologi-

cal and developmental sngmﬁcancebconsaence S0 con- .

ceived has little normative impott. That we have
certain ‘mioral compunctions as a result of out socializa-
tion does little to establish'their validity. We are bound
by the voice of ¢onscience only if we can provide inde-
pendent justification of its dictites. Itis the adéquacy of
the justification, fiot ‘the pers:stence of the voice, that

carries moral authonty Conceived as internalized social™ .
normis, then, cousmence plays no d:rect role in ethlcal :

deliberation.

Sense of integrity. g couldnt live -with myself

if 1 were for were not] to pérform the abortion i i these

circumstaiices.” “I ‘cari no ‘longe ‘patticipate in’ this *

treatment plan in good conscience.” “How could I con-
tinue to think of myself as a Jeliévah's Witness if T were
to consent to the blood transfusion?” Each of these sen-
tences expiessés an appeal o ‘conscience that is neither

“a deliverance of an mtemal moral senise Nor an inter-

nalizatiori’ ofan extemal social riotm: What is expressed
in each ase is the culmination of conscientious reflection
about the relationiship between 2 certain coutse of action
and a-particular conceptlon of thé'self. So understood

appeals ‘to conscuence are closely connected to reflective
- conceri’) -with ong’s integrity. The focus is not 5o much
on thé’ objectwe ot universal nghtness or wrongness of
a particular act as on the consequences for the self of

one's performing it.
Theré is somethlng absurd Gilbert Ryle has ob-
served,; in saying "My ¢onsciénce says that you ought to

do this or ‘ought ot to have doneé: that” (Ryle, 1940, -
p- 31). -] may be troubled by your wrongdomg but unless .
I have advtsed or assistéd you, of - culpably faﬂed to’ pre-
vent you from pérforming the'éict in quest:on, my con- -
science” will be’ clear. Theé same is ‘not tive, however;’

about those of my aéts’ that T have deterfnined, forone

reason or anotlier, were of Would be’ morally wror\g
~ Having judged a certain act t6 'be wrong, an appeal to

conscience stresses ‘the addéd wrongnes’s of my perform—
ing it Appeals to conscience ‘therefore presuppose 4

prior déteriiination of thé- nghmess or’ wrongness of an
act (Childress;’ 1979)- Moreover; ohé ‘may or may hot -
extend ‘tlie standards one em "loy's'm making this assess:.
ment to others in similar situations. If, for example, the’
stzihdards re umversallzable pnnctples of respect for per-

sons, justlce. ot beneficence, one will mamtam ‘that
anyone would do wrong-in performmg the act'inv ques-

tion. But if one's standards are grounded in religicus
conytetlons, personal ideals, or a'particular worldv;ew

and way of life, one may not hold everyone else to them.
What is at stake in all such appeals is one's wholeness
or integrity as a person. v

Integrity

“It would be better for me," Socrates says in the Gorgias,

“that my lyre or a-chorus [ directed should be out of tune
and loud with discord, and that multitudes of men
should disagree with me rather than that I, being one,
should be out of harmony with myself and contradict
me" (Arendt, 1971, p. 439). One cannot lead a good

-and meaningful life, Socrates suggests, unless the self is

reasonably unified ot mtegrated—unless. that is, one's
words and deeds cohere with one's basic, identity-
conferring, moral, religious, and philosophical convic-
tions. Hence the importance of critical reflection on
one's life as a whole. The words, deeds, and convictions
of an unexamined life are unlikely to be sufficiently in-
tegrated to constitute a singular life—let alone one
worth living.

Conscience should not, therefore, be conceived as
a faculty or component of the self. It is, rather, the voice

of one's self as a whole, understood temporally—as hav- .

ing a beginning, a middle, and an end—as well as at
a particular moment. Operating retrospectively, what
Christian tradition calls “judicial” conscience makes

judgments about past conduct, Operating prospectively, ...

what the same tradition calls “legislative” conscience,
anticipates whether a prospectwe utterance or Coutse of '
action is likely to be at odds with one's most basic ethi-
cal convictions {D'Arcy, 1961). In each case, the signal
that something is wrong—that one’s integrity has been,
is currently, or would be compromised—is an actual or
anticipatory feeling of guilt, shame, or remorse.
Consider, in this connection, the words of Alek-
sandr N. Chikuriov, a veteran of the 1968 Soviet in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia, as he explains sharing his
experience with young soldiers called to Moscow to sup-
press democratic reforms during the abortive coup of Au-
gust 1991: “I entered Prague in 1968 and I still have an
ill conscience about it. 1 was a soldier then, like these
guys. We were also sent like they are now, to defend the
achievements of socialism. Twénty-three years have
passed, and I still have an ill conscience” (New York

Times, Augiist 20, 1991, p.A13). Hete. Chtkunov draws
upon thé lessons of his “ill” 3udtetai eonsmence to mform'

and alert the leglslatlve consc1ences of the doung sol-

diers. His motwatlon, it seems, i§ riot only to spare. them -
the pangs of an ill conscience but alss’ to help heaI hls .

own (and thus to heal htm.self)

The authctlty and sanctions ‘of conscience ate, Mr o
Chlkunov suggests, selfflmposéd Na extemal Source

can create or directly relieve 4 troubled cotiscience. Nor
may we easily rationalize or evade its judgments. “Other

* judges,” as D Arcy pomts out, may be venat or parttal o

—n T
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or fallible; not so the verdict of conscience” (D'Arcy,

1961, p. 8). The oppressiveness of a guilty conscience :s'f

due in part o its ldentity wuh the self

Conscience in bioethics

~Three factors-contribute to the prevalence of appeals to
“ conscience’ in bioethics: (1) bioethical decision making -

often involves our- deepest identity-conferring .convic-

tlons about: the nature and meaning-of creating, sustain- -
“ing, and ending life;-(2) health-care professionals and : :
patients'and: thieir families will occasionally have radi- -
cally differing beliefs :about “such: matters; and (3) -the -
complexiw of moderni health cate ‘often ‘requires agree-t:.
“ment and cooperation ori-a‘single course-of actiori: o
© Conflicts of conscience: Conflicts of con-
science arise’ not only betwéen ‘individuals. but also:: .
~within them. Consider a physician whose patient, suf-«-‘- -

fering greatly from the ravages'of the last stages of a‘ter-
minal “illness; is also. a longtime friend. - The -patient

requests the physicianito-provide both the substance and: -

the irstructioti for-taking his.own. life: “The physician

finds herselftorn. On the ‘one hand, -her conception of -
medicine and-professional identity is incompatible with:
what:appears to be physician-assisted. suicide: On-the. -
other hand ; the borids of friendship and her natural syim- -

pathies strongly: incliné’ her to accede to her patienit’s
request. The situation has, asa result, precipitated a eri-.
sis of coniscience, and the physician must engage in what.

Charles Taylor has called “sttong evaluation"—reflec- -

tion about ‘the self by the self in ways that engage and
attempt to restructure one's deepest and most fundamen-

tal convictions: (Taylor, 1976) Such reflection manifests -
an admirable concern for: wholeness or integrity. - * T -

Consc1ent10us refusal. From Socrates to Sir
Thomas More to Henry David Thoreau, individuals
have appealed to conscience in_refusing | to comply with

‘a W|de range( of legal or ! soc:ally randated dtrectwes. ln _
: ] ncompliance may be covert and eva-
“swe-—-for example a physician's provxdmg contraceptlve'_

to. married couples in, Connectlcut before

tutlonal (Chtldress,

‘tain standard practices.

Physicians may appeal to conscience in refusmg €0-*. .
-do procedures that are both legal and performed by their .
' collcagues Consnder an, obstetrlc:lan 5. refusal to perform" '

a legal abortion or a pedlatr ciéns refusal £o prescnbe

human growth, hormone:for short, but notmal, children._

at the behest of thel,r‘ anxious parents. In each case.the
physician's-decision imay be based on moral convictions
or personal ideals. The obstetrician-need ‘not: believe

that abortion- ought to be illegal or that womern-who -

request, or physicians who perform, dbortions aré deeply-

that state’s ariﬂcontraqeptnve law was declared unconsti-

1985) In most cases. however, .
health professnonals and patiénts gwe reasons _of ‘con-.

~science in openly seeking personal exemption from cer-
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immoral. The pediatrician may neither urge the legal
prohibition of administering human growth hormone to
short, but normal, children nor regard parents who re-
quest this treatment; or other pediatticians who admin-
ister it, as unethical. Both agree, however, -that it would
be a violation of conscience—a betrayal of their deepest
personal convictions -about life or the nature of medi-
cine—if they were to perform the act in:question.-
Similarly, nurses appeal to conscience in ‘seeking
exemption from procedures:or care plans that:threaten

* their sense of integrity. For example, a nurse may con-

scientiously refuse to follow a physician's-directive to re-

- . move medically. administered hydration ‘and nutrition:

from a patient in a persistent vegetative state. Regardless
of the act's-legalify, the family's concurrence, and:the -

' physician's directive, given-hér deepest identity-confer~
‘ring convictions about the ‘nature and -value .of life; the - .

nurse may be unable to carry out: the action. Her rea-
soning, she:might add, is not strong enough to-condemn

‘others who believe differently; but as for herself, s_h'é.

must refrain.
Patients; too, may appeal to conscience in refusmg
forms of medical treatment. When informed, mentally

‘competent Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood transfusions

on religious'grounds, they do not at the same time urge
that blood transfusions be legally prohibited, nor do they

- condemn those who gratefully accept blood transfusions:

What they want is not so much respect for the content

“of their particular convictions as much as respect. for:

their consciences. The same is true of other patients .
who refuse or request certain“forms of treatment on the
basis of fundamental moral and religious convictions.

Respect for conscience

Respect for conicience is a corollary of the prmc1ple of '
respect for persons. To respect another as a pérson is,
insofar as possible, to respect the expression and exer-
cise, if:niot the content, of a pérson's most fundamental
tonvictic)ns A society's respect for - individual con-
science may extend riot only to-teligious-toleration but
also, for example, to exemptmg conscrlpted pamﬁsts
from direct participation in war.

In the biomedical context, respect for cohscience © -

may be inconvenient, inefficient, or dettimental ‘to
medical outcorties. Still, it must always be taken seri-”
ously and often should prevail. In some cases, respect for*
conscienceé rhay. be balaniced with biomedical goals.’ At
a certain level of abstraction, the purpost of health care
is strikingly simiilar to that of protecting individual con-
science: Althotigh-health care is usually focised on the’
body, emphisis-on iriformed consent implies that ‘the
principal function of medicine is the heéalth or whole-
ness of the"patient as a person. Yet a person's sense of
health or wholeness may also be threatened by what the
formet Soviet soldier, Aleksandr Chikunov, revealihgly:
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-

called an “ill" conscience. The values underlying appeals .

to conscience- within the health-care system are not,
therefore, radically at: odds with the values. underlying

medical and nursing-care; In each case the aim .is to.

preserve or testore personal wholeness. Insofar, then, as
appeals to conscience and the. health-care system share
a fundamental commitment to preserving and restoring
personal wholeness: or- integrity,. we ought.in.cases .of
conflict-to seek some. sort of balance or accommodation
between them. . :

Health "professionals. who refuse, WIthdra‘w. or. dis-.
sociate themselves from certain practices or procedures .
on grounds.of conscience may.well be among the more- -
thoughtful and effective members.of-a health-care team. - - .

Thus a health-care institution intent.on retaining such .-

nurses-and physicians has-prudential .as - well :as ethical

grounds for accommodating their claims of conscience .-
even at-the cost of some inconvenience or expense. Re--.

spect for conscience requires going to greater lengths for-
‘patients, however, than it does for health-care profes- -

sionals: This is in part because an. individual’s role asa
health-care professionial is volintary in a way that being
a patient.is not. It is one: thing, for eéxample, to respect
a Jehovah's Witness patient’s conscientious refusal of ..
blood transfusion; it is:quite another to respect the con:

scientious-refusal of a.physician who is a Jehovah's Wit--

ness to administer -blood transfusions..-An individual

whose moral.or religious -convictions. are mcompatxble
with -a-common, essential type. of health care has no
business seeking a position in which such care is a rou-
tine expectation. :

Problems and limits

At least two important questions remain. . Frrst. how do. ..
we dlstmgursh genyine claims of cqnscnence from clalms c

serving as smoke screens for laztness coward(ce, drstaste ‘

for certain procedures, or dlshke or prejt judice toward cer-
tain patients! Second, given. that a genuine act of con-

science:may be mcrally wrong, should rndmduals always .

(or-always be permrtted o) follow. their conscrence?
Genuineness.
justification_of .conscientious refusal allows. us to distm-

guish genuine frorp spurrous or, self decelved appeals to .
conscience. In assessing the authenttcity of such appeals .
we may, for. example, dinquire‘into (1). the, underlymg

values and the extent to which they constitute a core

component of the mdxvudual’s ldentlty. (2) the depth of

Understandmg the nature and_

the mdmduals reﬂectlve consideration of. the issue; and_ ,

(3)“thc llkellhood that he or she will experience gullt

sonable success by the U.S. Selectwe Service System i in

. shame, ora loss of self-respect by performing the act in .
question, Such criteria have been employed with rea-

ldent:fytng those whose deep. and long—standmg moral'_

convigtions. forbid dlrect participation in war. They can
be used with similar success in identifying genume ap-

peals to conscience in the health'care setting (Benjamm
and, Curtis, 1992).

Conscientious but wrong. Consclence is not
an infallible guide to conduct. Even those who attend
carefully to matters of integrity and who critically ex.
amine their basic convictions may, at a later date, judge
some of their conscientious acts as. wrohg. Shoeuld one,.
then, always__follo,w one’s conscience! _‘[{b',r_l_:_cqusg:renqe“ :
we mean the exercise and expression of good-faith efforts
to integrate conducb with. reflective ethical conviction,

“the answer is “yes.” Following, conscience is obligatory,

even if one's act turns out to be_wrong, because-one is
doing what one reflectively bélieves to .be right: Con- .

.versely, deliberately: acting..contrary to conscience is

blameworthy, even.if one's act.turns out to be right, be-
cause .one :is.doing what one. reflectively believes to be -
wrong. g

We: must. therefore drstmgursh the character of an.
agent from the rightness of a-particular act. That an‘act
is required by conscience entails neither that.it is right. .
nor that:others must-endorse the agent’s convictions or -
permit the act to occur.’ It is difficult, for example, to ..
question - the character. of  Jehovah’s Witness -parents: . -
when they. conscientiously. refuse to-consent to.a life-

- saving blood transfusion for a young child. Yet if we have

good reasons for believing that withholding the trans-
fusion would be seriously wrong, we may-try to persuade
the parents to consent and; if necessary, seek a.court .
order mandating treatment.. Distinguishing the-consci-
entiousness of the. parents from oiir judgment of the
act, though not eliminating the-difficult question of
whether, and if so;-how, to.intérvene, enables us to at-
tend more adequately.to its complexity.
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y SESSIQA: #3

TEACHING HUMANITIES IN PRIMARY CARE ﬁESIDENCYfR‘G@RﬁMS‘
-t Laufehee B. MéCulldugh " '
I'woiild like to start with a question thiat Ron Cérson posed for us

in his fnvitatisn to"atterid ‘this conferénce: - What 18 the purpose of
teaching the" hiithanities 1n 'primery ‘care Yesidencies? The ‘afiswer to ™
this quiestion it seeis to me will bé the bikis for answering the ther
questionsabout who' should ‘téach, how the hufianities Should be = "
taught, arid’ How that ‘teaching is best evaludted. =~ '

‘I take-{t thiat thié basic putpose of feachifig the humanities to
primary éaré residents is threefold: 1) to tédeh them to réflect ffia”
gerious and careful meriner ‘cn the value chmenmons of ‘medicine, ‘partic-
ularly thé toral’ rvesponszbﬂ:ties of physicians; 2) 6 teach them how:to
incorporate ‘such refléction into their relationéhips with thelF patients;
and 3) to'develop -ani’ -uriderstanding of the moral msponsibﬂiﬂes arid "
moral ehiracter’ that distinctively characterize the physician in primary

cere.

1. Teactiing sigorots moral fefléctioni. The goal Here 154 tradi-
tiondl one ini: both medicine and'the humenities: * having good"Pedsons
for what one’ doés. Physicians are’ tralied to'inake thelr fiidgments-and"
recommendations about patient care in the most rigorous and objective’
manner Pouible—this ‘{5 ‘the heart and soul of’ disgnostic and -
therapéutic reasoning. The humanities déménd the ssme discipline in'

our thinkifig-about value- questions;  here questions-about moral Fesponc

sibility.: * From this {¢t uauldmtotouowfhutnﬁdenﬁnndtolmow-

‘how to think’clearly and carefully about theéir moral fesponsibilities in° -

patient care. To do this they need to have some grasp of the lmguage
and buic concepts of moral remning. an apprechtion for the
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intellectual demands of moral reagoning.' conﬁdence in their abi.litfr io
engage in such reasoning, and the ability to apply such reésoning to .
actual cases. _ o

They also need to understand the moral demands of professbna.l
life, ‘something that they seem not to ._haw-a' come to understand well |
during medical school. Here I mean tp;-emph&dze the point that profes-
sional life demands that one place one's own interests second to the
interests of those one has m“ed -oneself to BerYG- Anymmct :

between acting, on’the best interests of one's patients and scting on.
one's own self-interest should therefore be resolved by the physician in
favor ,,of' the former.. This .fe-amr,e_cf__ theprofession of __;n'edici;;é was
recognized. by Plato: = "Surely no phymdandtherinsofaras he is a
physicien, éeeks or orders .w_h#: is advantageous to himself, but to his.
patients? For we agreed that the physician in the strict sense. of the
word is a ruler. over bodies gnd..r_lot, a moneymaker. Was this no‘t\

agreg;_!?'-"l‘ More. recently in the New Engiand Journal of Medicine, Al.

Jonsenhas called attention tq,thi‘s_:_l:ggle_cted;ﬁ_mb__lequf the cunjllct .
between self-interest and obligations to the patient.2

- Finally, in light of .a clear understanding of the moral character
and demands of a professional ca].ung-. 9!;11‘- ruide!ltsneedto develop. an
account. (a: theory?) of moral responsibility and moral character in.-

The grounding. for this enterprise is principally in ethical theory,
insofar as.it bears on professional life. . That.is, one.does not start ..
from ethical theorrsenerany but.from the demands.of medicine as a - .
professional calling. I am ;wel_l_,'. awere _here that I depart. from: Veatch's.
claim thé.t ‘medical.ethics should be universal in _c.t:graq;eg.,.-md}nqt i
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| the lang'uage of ethxes. So ]ust how to train residents to do this in
-' '-':-:more than an Mg_c_ me.nner has become & maJor pedagogical concern in
| my own teeehmg' of our fa.mﬂy pract:lce remdente.
h ‘I‘he resldents a.re much better at thinking about the pmbleme than
they a.re in actually raismg' them mth patzents. They tend to fa.ll -back

on remedaes or strateg'les they have earlier lenrned whleh often glance

off pmbleme rather then get et them in an effective way Helping the

.J—teenag'er mth very loﬁ ‘eelf-estee‘m who is preg'nant 0 think about her -
"zespanmbxhtles to the baby she wﬂl heve is & good exe.mple. The
tendency is to tranefer responmbﬂlty to others. e. g'.. the soczal worker
'.}or commumty egene:es. or s;unply to g:ve up without really trying- to -

' engag'e the moral awareness of the patxent because of the frustratmns

that such pet:nents a.lmost mev:tebly engender m the resldent

One way ‘to move from thmkmg about mora.l matters to do:.ng' some- .

thmg ebout them is to turn to ‘the virtues: those dazpoaitions ar habxts
to undertake nnd fulﬂl.l one's dutles. even and eapemally when domg' €0
conﬁ.{cts mth self-intereet 1 see educat:lon in eo—called human values
Vhes essenﬂally concerned with the virtues of the physician. The prob-
lem has been that "human values" teaclnng- hsas lacked an account of -
whet its subject matter and pedegog'y should be. I beueve that the
language of the v:irmee w:.ll sufﬁce for this task. espeeial]y the virtues
| of the lnoral eounnelor pat!enee. eympat.hy. leaderlhip. and com-
passion. In other worde. human valuee teaching must be rooted in a
"prxor eccount of the ‘moral responalbmﬂu of phylidnns and’ therefore '
take ifs intellectual ‘and pedagog‘lcal authority ‘from the humanities in
med,cine.. Such teechf.ng will then be i.n a poeition to achieve & focus
and rigor that it presenuy lacke Wlthout such focus and rigor, human

32
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values teachlng should be eliminated from the medical curriculun. i

. approeching' human values teaching in this vmy. we shall encounter the

age-old problem of how to teech vlrtue. For exemple. can it best (or
only) be‘ done through the role model perheps Carleton Chepman's
| "Cabot-type role n-u:«:lel."‘9 or ie there net alao a dxdeetic component so
) to ‘spesk? That is, n is i.mportant to lcnow why one ehculd cultivate
plrﬂculer virtues end not eimply--and perhape blindly—-cultivate them

3 Morel resp nsibﬂi 1n“__nm

ry \cere__ My concem here is that
morel issues in prim.ary cere heve reeewed qﬁite a bit less attention in
the literature end in our medice.l school teeching' (e g'.. 1n required
g memcal ethies eourses) then heVe the tertmry-cere, "three alerm"
-. issues. I lcnow fmm m'y own expenence that it took the ghmcel shift
to the fenn.ly medxmne center. ___z from the hospitel. to lea.m that the
ma]or. day-to—day issues fcr the pnmery care physic:en were not those
of renel dialys:s or mtenswe cere. but issues that wﬂl never make it to
the front pag'e of any news;»eper or even a sehclerly ]ouma.l. €.g.,
‘menag'mg chromc mnese. teenage pregnancy. famﬂy pathology." alco-
_holism. a.nd respcndmg to the needs of g'enatric paﬂents. to name a
few. " i A , . : B,
| WOrldng- mth residente on pnma.ry care concerne he.s led us in our
teeching to addreee repeetedly the follovdng' questions.'f_ N ‘
a. What are the ethice.l toundaﬁons end tmplieeﬁcns ot‘ trenting
- the fenuly as the ecntert!u.nit cf care’
b. | What ere the li.nuts of the phyeiclm'e reeponelhﬂities reg-erd-
ing' other hee!th profeseicm.le eud prcfeeeionals end egenc:es in
social service" Where do the obl.tgaticns of the phyeicmn qua
jphys‘cun leglﬁmately end"
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"~ Readings for Session IV
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